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Language: English

Author: Paul E. MICHELSON

Abstract: The paper discusses the life and work of the historian Eugen Weber which quietly
revolutionized the study of fascism and French modernization, while developing an
enduring vision of the Western Tradition. Though not every historian was as skilled in
communicating their findings or telling their stories with style and clarity as Weber was,
he strongly believed that the historian had an obligation to avoid boring historical
narratives on the one hand, and the use of pseudo-scientific jargon on the other, in order
to present his or her work in an accessible and vibrant style.
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NEGOCIERILOR FINANCIARE ROMANO-AMERICANE (1925-1926)

English title: Rivalries and Divergences in Romanian diplomacy. The Dispute Between Anton
Bibescu and Nicolae Titulescu over the Issue of Romanian-American Financial Negotiations
(1925-1926)
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Pages: 43-70
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Abstract: This study analyzes the outbreak of the conflict between Anton Bibescu, Romania’s
minister plenipotentiary in Washington (1920-1926), and Nicolae Titulescu, Romania’s
minister plenipotentiary in London (1921-1927), an episode that attracted the attention

of Romanian and American officials, as well as that of the press, which recorded the
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events and positioned itself according to political interests. Emerging during the
negotiations for the settlement of Romania’s war debts to the United States, conducted
in Washington in the autumn of 1925, the dispute stemmed from a combination of
professional and personal factors. Given the protagonists’ strong international
connections, its resolution posed a challenge for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The first
phase of the conflict ended with Bibescu’s recall in February 1926, the prince being
placed at the disposal of the Central Administration for a new diplomatic assignment.
Nevertheless, tensions between the two diplomats persisted in the following years, with
Bibescu holding his adversary directly responsible for his withdrawal from the United
States. The dispute with Titulescu went on to affect his diplomatic career in subsequent
years, as he became a declared opponent of the future head of Foreign Affairs. Adopting
a neutral perspective, this study traces the evolution of the dispute and the reactions it
generated, aiming to analyze the events and to address several questions that emerged
during the research process.
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Abstract: The stabilization loan of the Romanian leu in 1929 represented a landmark moment
in the economic evolution of interwar Romania. In a period characterized by monetary
instability and severe inflation, the Romanian authorities turned to international
financial assistance in order to restore economic equilibrium and reinforce confidence
in the national currency. The main objective of this loan was to introduce a convertible
leu and to inaugurate a phase of lasting financial stability.

The initiatives undertaken by the Bucharest government, supported by the efforts of

Romania’s plenipotentiary minister in Paris, Constantin Diamandi, created the
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diplomatic and institutional framework necessary for securing external credit. Although
grounded more in political considerations than in economic or financial rationale, the
stabilization loan became a genuine test for France, which sought to reaffirm its position
as a major international creditor. For Romania, this financial plan represented a vital
opportunity to regain access to international credit markets.

The involvement of political factors in the negotiation process facilitated Constantin
Diamandi’s active participation at the discussion table. While his actions succeeded in
gaining the support of certain political circles, opposition from the National Peasant
Party’s propaganda and the country’s internal economic difficulties hindered the
finalization of the project. The coming to power of Iuliu Maniu’s government and the
adoption of the “open-door” policy altered the perception of both French political and
financial circles toward Romania, compelling Diamandi to adapt his diplomatic activity
to the new economic and political realities.
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Abstract: The article discloses the way one of the interwar European debates about the
perceived and purported shortcomings of parliamentary democracy was entrenched in the
Romanian public life of the period: namely, the debate about the adjustment of
parliamentary representation such as to make room for the expression of segmental
interests in society advanced by professional groups, without discarding entirely the
individualist and territorial representation staying at the basis of standard
parliamentarianism. Described as constituting a compartment of the strand of the
corporatist advocacy, the idea in question was embodied in the provisions of the 1923
constitutions regarding the special representation in the Senate of the Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, of the Chambers of Agriculture and the Chambers of Labor,
and also in the creation in 1926 of the Legislative Council with consultative functions

allowed by law to make use of special professional competences from outside the range
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of its permanent members. It is shown how the searches of the kind featured as
expressions of technocratic moderation confronting the drive towards right-wing
authoritarianism characterizing the period and of which the radical interpretations of
the corporatist demands stood as an integral part.

Keywords: parliamentary democracy, professional representation, authoritarianism,

corporatism, technocratic moderation
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Abstract: The study aims at the monographic research activity of the village between the Prut
and the Nistru, undertaken by the Romanian Social Institute of Bessarabia between
1934-1940. In its capacity as a regional branch of the Romanian Social Institute of
Bucharest (1921-1948), the first scientific research institution in the social field in
Chisinau, it carried out 6 monographic research campaigns in the villages of the
historical province, respecting the methodology developed by the remarkable Romanian
scholar Dimitrie Gusti (1880-1955). The organization of the Institute’s monographic
teams and its research campaigns in the villages of Iurceni (1935) and Niscani (1936) in
Lapusna County, Copanca in Tighina County (1937), Popestii de Sus in Soroca County
(1938), Dascova and Vaprova in Orhei County (1939) are elucidated. Based on period
sources, significant aspects of the organization of monographic field research are
elucidated, in particular: the particularities of regional applied research; methods of
selecting localities for investigation; the establishment of the Institute’s monographic
teams; the methodology of research conducted ,,on frames and manifestations”, the
themes and problems of the social reality subject to research and the solutions proposed
by the monographers; difficulties encountered in implementing the applied
methodology; the results of monographic research of rural social realities, etc. The

contribution of monographic research in Bessarabia to the cultural and scientific
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edification of the province and to the development of Romanian applied sociology in the
interwar period is noted constantly.
Keywords: Romanian Social Institute of Bessarabia, monographic teams, Bessarabian

villages rural social problems, monographic campaigns
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Abstract: The 15th International Congress of Historical Sciences, held in Bucharest in 1980,
was a
major scientific and political event in Romania at the time. Read today, the Congress
Proceedings highlight the strong ideological imprint of the Cold War and the bipolarity
of the world then, also reflected in the historiographical debates among the participants.
The contributions of Eastern historians, steeped in Marxism-Leninism, often stood in
contrast to Western approaches, which were methodologically more diverse. In
Romania, national history—rehabilitated after 1965—was instrumentalized by the
communist regime, producing a canonical “vulgate” exalting continuity, antiquity, and
exceptionalism. The Congress also revealed similar exaggerations within other socialist
delegations, particularly the Bulgarian and Soviet ones. Despite these tensions, the event
also opened up new avenues of inquiry: oral history, imagology, and new
methodological perspectives. In retrospect, it appears as a mirror of a closed,
ideologically marked world, yet one in which certain trends that would gain prominence
after 1989 were already taking shape.
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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the internal mechanisms of organizing and conducting
the working visits undertaken by Nicolae Ceausescu in lasi during the last communist
decade. The current research moves beyond the historiographical perspective centered
on propaganda and the personality cult, tracing instead the “invisible architecture of
power”: the administrative and coercive system behind these events. To illustrate this
paradigm, the study utilizes documents from political and security institutions (action
plans, Securitate informative notes, and decoration reports). By applying the concepts of
the “production of space” (Henri Lefebvre) and the “frontstage/backstage” dichotomy
(Erving Goffman), the article demonstrates that these working visits were not mere
technical inspections, but political spectacles designed to ensure political legitimation
and mask the system’s economic degradation. The analysis reflects the power dynamics
between the center and the periphery, manifested through coercive territorial control,
the competition among local authorities to demonstrate loyalty, and the symbolic
reconfiguration of urban space. From the design of “popular assemblies” in the central
square to the filtering of the participating social body and itineraries, the research
highlights the practices by which the regime constructed, with each visit, a temporary
reality in which the population played the role of mere extras in a ritualized procession
of unanimous consensus.

Keywords: Nicolae Ceausescu, working visits, lasi, 1980s, production of space, political

ritual, institutional organization.

Original title: DIRECTII DE CERCETARE RECENTE PRIVIND ISTORIA SOCIALA
A MUNCII iN SPATIUL ROMANESC DUPA 1900

6


https://doi.org/10.47743/RRISXX.2025-3-7

English title: Recent Avenues of Research in the Field of Labor History Concerning Romania
in after 1900

https://doi.org/10.47743/RRISXX.2025-3-9

Issue: 3/2025

Pages: 193-202

Language: Romanian

Author: Dan-Alexandru SAVOAIA

Abstract: This essay reviews recent scientific contributions relating to the social history of
labor in Romania. The review starts from a series of recent publications by domestic and
foreign publishers, signed by authors such as Calin Cotoi, Victor Rizescu, and Alexandra
Ghit, and seeks to further contextualize them in combination with ideas formulated in
foreign journals on the history of Central and Eastern Europe. My text thus aims to
capture the main characteristics of these approaches, thereby contributing to the outline
of possible lines of inquiry for combining empirical approaches of exploring the past
with individual methodological developments stretching beyond the strictly national
framework.
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Abstract: This historiographical overview presents a brief yet comprehensive and critical
summary of the historiographical approaches to Cold War Romania’s foreign policy. It
tentatively 1identifies three historiographical schools of thought: the orthodox, the
revisionist and the new school. The first developed during the Cold War in the West,
entered Romania in the 1990s and survived as the dominant paradigm of interpretation
to this day. Initiated in the 1980s and settled in the 1990s, the second was the first to
challenge, albeit timidly, the postulates of the orthodox school and its inadequate
methodologies. The third approach emerged in the 2000s and took momentum in the
2010s, under the influence of the ‘new Cold War history’. Although source-oriented and

deeply re-evaluative, it has focused on concrete topics. While its findings disproved
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orthodox postulates, it has yet to address Cold War Romania’s foreign policy as a whole.
Thus, arguing that ‘we still don’t know’ what kind of foreign policy Romania employed
during the Cold War era and why, the article discusses three main interrelated issues:
what is wrong with what we think we know so far, why previous knowledge has not
been yet critically revised against available sources and what we can do about it.

Keywords: Romania, historiography, foreign policy, communism, Cold War



